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we know that for our country and for our 
cause, the best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you, and may God continue 
to bless America. Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:04 p.m. in the 
Audubon Ballroom at the Grand Hyatt Tampa 
Bay. In his remarks, he referred to Zach Zachariah 
and Tom Petway III, Florida State finance co-
chairmen, Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.; Al Hoffman, fi-
nance chairman, Republican National Committee; 
and Al Austin, finance chairman, Republican Party 
of Florida.

Proclamation 7689—To Modify 
Duty-Free Treatment Under the 
Generalized System of Preferences 
June 30, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Pursuant to sections 501, 503(a)(1)(A), 

and 503(c)(1) of title V of the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 
U.S.C. 2461, 2463(a)(1)(A), and 2463(c)(1)), 
the President may designate or withdraw 
designation of specified articles provided for 
in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States (HTS) as eligible for pref-
erential tariff treatment under the General-
ized System of Preferences (GSP) when im-
ported from designated beneficiary devel-
oping countries. 

2. Pursuant to section 503(a)(1)(B) of the 
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(a)(1)(B)), the 
President may designate articles as eligible 
articles only for countries designated as least-
developed beneficiary developing countries 
under section 502(a)(2) (19 U.S.C. 
2462(a)(2)), if the President determines that 
such articles are not import-sensitive in the 
context of imports from such least-developed 
beneficiary developing countries. 

3. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(A)), bene-
ficiary developing countries, except those 
designated as least-developed beneficiary de-
veloping countries or beneficiary sub-Saha-
ran African countries pursuant to section 
503(c)(2)(D) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(D)), are subject to competitive 

need limitations on the preferential treat-
ment afforded under the GSP to eligible arti-
cles. 

4. Section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 1974 Act (19 
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(C)), provides that a coun-
try that is no longer treated as a beneficiary 
developing country with respect to an eligible 
article may be redesignated as a beneficiary 
developing country with respect to such arti-
cle if imports of such article from such coun-
try did not exceed the competitive need limi-
tations in section 503(c)(2)(A) during the 
preceding calendar year. 

5. Section 503(c)(2)(F) of the 1974 Act (19 
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)), provides that the 
President may disregard the competitive 
need limitation provided in section 
503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(A)(i)(II)) with respect to any eligi-
ble article from any beneficiary developing 
country if the aggregate appraised value of 
the imports of such article into the United 
States during the preceding calendar year 
does not exceed an amount set forth in sec-
tion 503(c)(2)(F)(ii) (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(F)(ii)). 

6. Pursuant to section 503(d) of the 1974 
Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)), the President may 
waive the application of the competitive need 
limitations in section 503(c)(2)(A) with re-
spect to any eligible article from any bene-
ficiary developing country if certain condi-
tions are met. 

7. (a) Pursuant to sections 501 and 
503(a)(1)(A) of the 1974 Act, and after re-
ceiving advice from the International Trade 
Commission in accordance with section 
503(e) (19 U.S.C. 2463(e)), I have deter-
mined to designate certain articles, pre-
viously designated under section 
503(a)(1)(B), as eligible articles when im-
ported from any beneficiary developing 
country. In order to do so, it is necessary 
to subdivide and amend the nomenclature 
of existing subheadings of the HTS. 

(b) Furthermore, I have determined that 
it is appropriate to modify the application of 
duty-free treatment under title V of the 1974 
Act for a certain article, in particular for a 
good previously eligible for such treatment 
that the Bureau of Customs and Border Pro-
tection reclassified. 
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8. Pursuant to section 503(a)(1)(B) of the 
1974 Act, I have determined to designate 
certain articles as eligible articles under the 
GSP only for least-developed beneficiary de-
veloping countries. 

9. Pursuant to section 503(c)(1) of the 
1974 Act, and having considered the factors 
set forth in sections 501 and 502(c), I have 
determined to limit the application of duty-
free treatment accorded to certain articles 
from certain beneficiary developing coun-
tries. 

10. Pursuant to sections 503(c)(1) and 
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act, I have deter-
mined that certain beneficiary countries 
should no longer receive preferential tariff 
treatment under the GSP with respect to cer-
tain eligible articles that were imported in 
quantities exceeding the applicable competi-
tive need limitation in 2002. 

11. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 
1974 Act, I have determined that certain 
countries should be redesignated as bene-
ficiary developing countries with respect to 
certain eligible articles that previously had 
been imported in quantities exceeding the 
competitive need limitations of section 
503(c)(2)(A). 

12. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(F) of the 
1974 Act, I have determined that the com-
petitive need limitation provided in section 
503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) should be waived with re-
spect to certain eligible articles from certain 
beneficiary developing countries. 

13. Pursuant to section 503(d) of the 1974 
Act, I have determined that the competitive 
need limitations of section 503(c)(2)(A) 
should be waived with respect to certain eli-
gible articles from certain beneficiary devel-
oping countries. I have received the advice 
of the International Trade Commission on 
whether any industries in the United States 
are likely to be adversely affected by such 
waiver, and I have determined, based on that 
advice and on the considerations described 
in sections 501 and 502(c), that such waivers 
are in the national economic interest of the 
United States. 

14. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amend-
ed (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes the President 
to embody in the HTS the substance of the 
relevant provisions of that Act, and of other 
acts affecting import treatment, and actions 

thereunder, including the removal, modifica-
tion, continuance, or imposition of any rate 
of duty or other import restriction. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including but not limited 
to title V and section 604 of the 1974 Act, 
do proclaim that: 

(1) In order to provide that one or more 
countries that have not been treated as bene-
ficiary developing countries with respect to 
one or more eligible articles should be redes-
ignated as beneficiary developing countries 
with respect to such article or articles for pur-
poses of the GSP, and, in order to provide 
that one or more countries should no longer 
be treated as a beneficiary developing coun-
try with respect to one or more eligible arti-
cles for purposes of the GSP, general note 
4(d) to the HTS is modified as provided in 
section A of Annex I to this proclamation. 

(2) In order to designate certain articles 
as eligible articles for purposes of the GSP, 
the HTS is modified by amending and sub-
dividing the nomenclature of certain existing 
HTS subheadings as provided in section B 
of Annex I to this proclamation. 

(3) (a) In order to designate certain articles 
as eligible articles for purposes of the GSP 
when imported from any beneficiary devel-
oping country, the Rates of Duty 1-Special 
subcolumn for such HTS subheadings is 
modified as provided in section C(1) of 
Annex I to this proclamation. 

(b) In order to designate certain articles 
as eligible articles for purposes of the GSP 
when imported from any beneficiary devel-
oping country other than India, the Rates of 
Duty 1-Special subcolumn for such HTS sub-
headings is modified as provided for in sec-
tion C(2) of Annex I to this proclamation. 

(c) In order to designate certain articles 
as eligible articles for purposes of the GSP 
when imported from any least-developed 
beneficiary developing country, the Rates of 
Duty 1-Special subcolumn for such HTS sub-
headings is modified as provided in section 
C(3) of Annex I to this proclamation. 

(d) In order to provide preferential tariff 
treatment under the GSP to a beneficiary de-
veloping country that has been excluded 
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from the benefits of the GSP for certain eligi-
ble articles, the Rates of Duty 1-Special sub-
column for such HTS subheadings is modi-
fied as provided for in section C(4) of Annex 
I to this proclamation. 

(e) In order to provide that one or more 
countries should not be treated as a bene-
ficiary developing country with respect to 
certain eligible articles for purposes of the 
GSP, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn 
for such HTS subheadings is modified as pro-
vided for in section C(5) of Annex I to this 
proclamation. 

(4) A waiver of the application of section 
503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) of the 1974 Act shall apply 
to the eligible articles in the HTS sub-
headings and to the beneficiary developing 
countries listed in Annex II to this proclama-
tion. 

(5) A waiver of the application of section 
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act shall apply to 
the eligible articles in the HTS subheading 
and to the beneficiary developing countries 
set forth in Annex III to this proclamation. 

(6) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions or Executive orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

(7) (a) The modifications made by Annex 
I to this proclamation shall be effective with 
respect to articles entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or after 
July 1, 2003. 

(b) The actions taken in Annex II to this 
proclamation shall be effective on July 1, 
2003. 

(c) The actions taken in Annex III to this 
proclamation shall be effective on the date 
of publication of this proclamation in the 
Federal Register. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:39 a.m., July 1, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 1, and it and 

its attached annexes were published in the Federal 
Register on July 2.

Memorandum Waiving Prohibition 
on United States Military Assistance 
to Parties to the Rome Statute 
Establishing the International 
Criminal Court 

June 30, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003–27

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United 
States Military Assistance to Parties to the 
Rome Statute Establishing the International 
Criminal Court

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 2007 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002, 
title II of Public Law 107–206 (22 U.S.C. 
7421 et seq.), I hereby determine that: 

(1) Gabon, the Gambia, Mongolia, Sen-
egal, Sierra Leone, and Tajikistan have each 
entered into an agreement with the United 
States pursuant to Article 98 of the Rome 
Statute preventing the International Crimi-
nal Court from proceeding against U.S. per-
sonnel present in such countries and waive 
the prohibition of section 2007(a) of the 
American Servicemembers’ Protection Act 
with respect to these countries for as long 
as such agreement remains in force; 

(2) it is important to the national interest 
of the United States to waive, until Novem-
ber 1, 2003, the prohibition of section 
2007(a) with respect to Afghanistan, 
Djibouti, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
East Timor, Ghana, Honduras, and Romania, 
and waive that prohibition with respect to 
these countries until that date; and 

(3) it is important to the national interest 
of the United States to waive, until January 
1, 2004, the prohibition of section 2007(a) 
with respect to Albania, Bolivia, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Botswana, Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Mauritius, Nigeria, 
Panama, and Uganda, and waive that prohibi-
tion with respect to these countries until that 
date. 
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